The effect of C.P.A.P. upon pulmonary reserve and cardiac output under increased abdominal pressure.
The cardiopulmonary effects of CPAP under conditions of increased intra-abdominal pressure were studied using the rabbit as an experimental model. Central venous pressure and cardiac output were reduced when the intra-abdominal pressure was increased. Addition of CPAP caused a further reduction in C.V.P. and C.O. Despite these reductions CPAP significantly improved arterial PaO2 without significant effects on pH and PaCO2. The use of CPAP in conditions associated with pulmonary dysfunction secondary to increased intraabdominal pressure may be a definite therapeutic modality.